Restored atrial excitability after late recanalization in a patient with atrial standstill and acute myocardial infarction.
Atrial standstill is electrophysiologically characterized by the loss of spontaneous excitation in atrial muscle and the inability to cause action potential firing upon electrical stimulation. Clinical diagnosis of transient standstill of the right atrium was made in a patient with acute occlusion of the right coronary artery and acute renal failure. Percutaneous coronary intervention, performed 5 days after the onset, restored the coronary blood flow and resulted in full recovery of electrical activity and regular sinus rhythm.